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NEW-YEAR's GIFT 
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LITTLE FLOCK, 


TEACHING THEM 


J 


How to ſerve GOD, and be happy, both 


here and hereafter. 


The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of” aul. 
but Fools deſpiſe Wiſdom and Inſtruction. 


 Whoſo hearkeneth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, and fall be 


quiet from Fear of Evil. 
TY, Chap. 1. v. 7. 33 
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TO THE 
CHILDREN OF THE SUNDAY. SCHOOLS 
Diſtrict of St. J OH Nes Church, 
MANCHESTER. 


Dear Children, Sf 
I Had lately the Happineſs of inſtructing you 
in the great and Important Duties of Reli- 
gion, by explaining to you the Church Cate- 
chiſm; and I truſt that what you then heard 
{till remaineth as good Seed in your Hearts, 
and will ſpring up in every Part of your future 
Lives, and bear the bleſſed Fruit of Piety, 
| Virtue, and Peace. Having now ceaſed, for a 
Time, from that pleaſing, and, I hope profi- 
table Work, 1 have not however ceaſed from 
being watchful over you, and attentive to your 
beſt Intereſts. I have therefore drawn out for 
your Uſe the Advice of a wiſe and good Parent 
to his Child, and do here recommend it, with 
much Earneſtneſs, and tender Affection, to 
your Peruſal, and Conſideration. You will 
find it to be full of Wiſdom, and good In- 
ſtruction, and if you ſuffer it to ſink deep into 
your Hearts, I doubt not but it will make you 
alſo wiſe unto every Thing that can be good 
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and happy for you, e either in this Life, or * 
which is to comm. 


You are now at an Age when you will want 


all Helps to keep you in the Way of your 


Duty. Temptations, both from within and 


from without, will begin to crowd thick upon 


you, and if you are not upan your Gyard, you 
will forget all the good Advice which you have 
received, and vill turn your Backs upon your 
heavenly Father, and the Joys of his eternal 
Kingdom. Let me hope however that you will 


have Grace to ſtand againſt all the Aſſaults of 


your ſpiritual Enemies, and that you will always 


be grad 10 hearken unto ood Counſel, and to 


by it. It is in this 25 wm that J preſent 
ou with the following little admonitory Trea- 
tiſe, which I could with you always to carry 


about with you, I do not mean in your Pock- 


ets, but in your Hearts. You will then always 


Jive near unto Jeſus Chriſt; you will have your 
young Minds always ſ-aſoned with his holy 


Grace, Fear, and Love; you will thus grow 
daily in all heavenly Graces and Virtues, and 


will thereby be preſerved from all that Evil and 


Miſery, which muſt, ſooner or later, come 
upon all thoſe that forget their Maker and Re- 


: 1 deemer. 


That the holy Jes may bleſs this Advice to 
wal everlaſting Good, is the fervent 1 of 


PASTOR's NEW-YEAR's: GIFT, Ge. 


ATERNUS lived: about two hundred Years 
ago; he had but one Sen, whom he edu- 
cated himfelf at his own Houſe, As they were 
ſitting together in the Garden, when the Child 
was ten Years old, Paternus thus began to him. 
The little time that you have been in the 
World, my Child, you have ſpent wholly with 
me; and my Love, and Tenderneſs to you, 
have made you look upon me as your only 
Friend and Benefactor, and the Caufe of 5 
the Comfort and Pleaſure that you enjoy: . 
Heart, I know, would be ready to break wich N 
Grief, if you thought this was the lun Day: that 
I ſhould live with your: 1155) £9 
Bur, my Child, though you now think 3 | 
ſelf mighty happy, becauſe you have hold of 
My Hand, you are now in the Hands, and un- 
der the tender Care of a much greater Father, 


5 and Friend, than I am, whoſe Love to you IR | 


lat greater than mine, and from whom you re- 
celve fuch Bleffings as no Mortal can give. 
That God, whom you have ſcen me daily 
E: worſhip; *whom I daily call upon to bleſs both 
| you,” and mo, (rok 1 * 3 won⸗ 
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Moon, and all the Star 


3 


drous Acts are recorded in thoſe Scriptures 
which you conſtantly read: That God, who 
created the Heavens and the Earth; who 
brought a Flood upon the old World; who 
ſaved Noah in the Ark; who was the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; whom Job bleſſed 
and praiſed in the greateſt Afflictions; who de- 
livered the Jraelites out of the Hands of the 
Egyptians; who was the Protector of righteous 
Foſeph, Moſes, Joſhua, and holy Daniel; who 
ſent ſo many Prophets into the World; who 
ſent his Son Feſus Chriſt to redeem Mankind: 
This God, who has done all theſe great Things, 


who has created ſo many Millions of Men that 


lived and died before you was born; with 


whom the Spirits of good Men, that are depart- 
ed this Life, now live; whom infinite Numbers 
of Angels now worſhip in Heaven; this great 


God, who is the Creator of all Worlds, of 
Angels, and Men, is your loving Father and 
Friend, your good Creator and Nouriſher, from 
whom, and not from me, you received your 


Being ten Years ago, at the Time that I planted 


that little tender Elm which you there ſee. 
I Myſelf am not half the Age of this ſhady 
Oak, under which we fit; many of our Fathers 
have ſat under its Boughs; we have all of us 
called it Ours in our Turn, though it ſtands, 
and drops it's Maſters, as it drops it's Leaves. 
Lou ſee, my Son, this wide and large Firma- 
ment over our Heads, where the Sun, and 
s appear in their Turns. 
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If you was to be carried up to any of theſe 
Bodies at this vaſt Diſtance from us, you would 
{till. diſcover others as much above you, as the 
Stars which you fee here are above the Earth. 
Were you to go up or down, Eaſt or Weſt, 
North or South, you would find the ſame 
Height without any Top, and the ſame Depth 
without any Botton. Ar: 05 8H 

And yet, my Child, ſo great is our God, 
that all theſe Bodies added together, are but as, 
a Grain of Sand in his Sight. And yet you are 
as much the Care of this great God and Father 
of all Worlds, and all Spirits, as if he had no 
Son but you, or there were no Creature for him 
to love and protect but you alone. He num- 
bers the Hairs of your Head, watches over 
you ſleeping or waking, and has preſerved you 
from a thouſand Dangers, which neither you 


nor I know any thing of. 


How poor my Power is, and how little I am 
able to do for you, you have often ſeen. Your 
late Sickneſs has ſhewn you how little I could 
do for you in that State, and the frequent Pains 
in your Head are plain Proofs that I have no 
Power to remove them. i bot; 

I can bring you Food, and Medicines, but 
have no Power to turn them into your Relief 
and Nouriſhment; it is God alone that can do 
this for you. l 

Therefore, my Child, fear, and worſhip, and 
love God, Your Eyes indeed cannot fee him, 
but all Things that you ſee are ſo many _— 

Tl Tok of 


— In 


_ » nn... 
= 2 


* 9 9 — — 


1 


of lis Power and Preſence, and he is nearer to 
you than any Thing that you can ſee, _ 
Take him for your. Lord, and Father, and 


Friend; look up unto him as the Fountain and 


Cauſe of: all the Good that you have received 


through my Hands, and reverence me only as 
the Bearer, and Miniſter of God's good Things 


unto you. And he that bleſſed my Father, 
* I Was born, will bleſs you when I am 

Your Fouth 5 hitle Mind i ts only yet ac 
qudinitd: with my Family, and therefore you 


think: there is no Happineſs out of it. 


But, my Child, you. belong to a greater Fa- 


| mily than mine; you are a younger Member of 
the Family of this Almighty Father of all Na- 
tions, who has created infinite Orders of Angels, 


and vumberleſs Generations of Men, to be 


Fellow- members of one and the ſame Society 


in Heaven, _ - 


You do well to reverence and obey my Au- 
5 chority, becauſe God has given me Power over 
you, to bring you up in his Fear, and to do for 


you, as the holy Fathers, recorded in Scripiure, 


did for their Children, whe ate now in Reft and 
Peace with God. 
I ſhalll in a ſhort Time A and leave you to 
God, and yourſelf; and if 1 be approved before 


God, I ſhall go to 7eſus Chriſt, and live among 
Patriarctis, and Prophets, Saints and Martyrs, 


Where 1 ſhall pray for you, and hope for your 
4 by Atrival at the fame happy Place. 


T herefore, 
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Therefore, my Child, meditate on theſe 
great Things, and your Soul will ſoon grow 
great and noble by meditating upon them, 

Let your Thoughts often leave theſe Gardens, 
theſe Fields and Farms, and all the Things of 
this lower World, to contemplate upon God 
and Heaven, to conſider upon Angels, and the 
Spirits of good Men living in the Light and 
Glory of the eternal World. 


As you have been uſed to look to me in all 


your Actions, and have been afraid to do any 
thing, unleſs you firſt knew my Will; ſo let it 
now be a Rule of your Life to look up to God 


in all your Actions, to do every thing in his 


Fear, and to abſtain from every thing that is 
not according to his Will. 
Bear him always in your Mind, teach your 


Thoughts to reverence him in every Place, for 


there is no Place where he is not. 


God keepeth a Book of Life, wherein all the 


Actions of all Men are written; your Name is 
there, my Child, and when you die this Book 


will be laid open before Men and Angels, and 


according as your Actions are there found, you 
will either be received to the Happineſs of thoſe 


holy Men who have died before you, or be 


turned away from Heaven amongſt wicked Spi- 


rits, that are never to ſee God any more. 


Never forget this Book, my Son, for it is 


written, it muſt be opened, you muſt ſee it, 
and you muſt be tried by it. Strive therefore 


to fill 1 it with your good Deeds, that the Hand- 
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writing of God may never appear againſt you. 
God, my Child, in 7% Chrift, is all Love, 

and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and every Thin 

that he has made, and every Action that he 


does, is the Effect of them all. Therefore you 


cannot pleaſe Zeſus Chriſt, but ſo far as you 
ſtrive to walk in Love, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. 
As ail Love, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, proceed 
from Feſus Chrift, and are his Spirit, ſo No- 


thing but Love, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs can 


oy to Jeſus Chriſt, and unite you with him. 

When you love that which Je/us Chrift loves, 
you act with him, you join yourſelf to him, vou 
are united with him in one Spirit; and when 
you love what he diſlikes, then you oppole him, 
and ſeparate yourſelf from him. This is the 
true and the right Way to everlaſting Life and 
Happineſs ; think what the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
loves, and do you love and practice it with all 


your Heart, and Mind and Strength. 


Firſt of all, my Child, worſhip and adore 
Jeſus Chriſt; believe in him as your Saviour, 
and your God; he is the great eternal inviſible 
Jehovah made manifeſt in the Fleſh, in order to 
bring you ard all Mankind to everlaſting Life; 


he is God made Man in one Perſon, that he 
might become a Redeemer of ſinful and fallen 
Men, by inviting, drawing, and turning them 


to himſelf; love then and adore this redeeming 
God; think of him magnificently, ſpeak of 
him reverently, magnify his Providence, adore 


his redeeming Grace and Love; ſtudy his holy 


Will 
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Will and Word, frequent his Service, and pray 
unto him frequently and conſtantly, for his 
Grace and holy Spirit, to make you his wiſe, 
and good, and eternally happy Child. 

So Next to this learn to Jove your Neighbour, 
which is all Mankind, with fuch Tendernefs 
and Affection as you love yourſelf. Think how 
Feſus Chrift loves all Mankind, kow merciful 
he is to them, how carefully he preſerves them, 
how tender he 1s of them, and then ſtrive to 
love the World, and all People in it, as Jeſus 
Chriſt loves them. 

Jeſus Chriſt would have all Men to be happy, 
therefore do you will, and deſire the ſame. All 
Men are great Inſtances of the Divine I ove, 

therefore let all Men be Inſtances of your Love. 
But above all, my Son, mark this; never do 
any thing through Strife, or Envy, or Vain- 
glory. Never do any thing in Order to excel 
other People, but in Order to pleaſe Jeſus Chrift, 
and becauſe it is his Will that you ſhould do 
every Thing in the beſt Manner that you can. 
For if it is once a Pleaſure to you to excel 
other People, it will by Degrees be a Pieafure 


to you, to ſee other People not ſo good as 


yourſelf. 


Remember that there 1s but one Man in the 


World, with whom you are to have perpetual 
Contention, and be always ſtriving to exceed 

him, and that is Yourſelf. 
Baniſh therefore every Thought of Self-pride, 
and Self- difintion, and accuitom yourſelf ro 
| B 2 | rejoice 
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rejoice in all the Excellencies and Perfections of 
your Fellow- creatures, and be as glad to ſee any 
of their good Actions as your own. 
For as Jeſus Chriſt is as well pleaſed with 
their well-doings as with your's, ſo you ought 
to deſire that every Thing that is wiſe, and holy, 
and good, may be performed in as perfect a 
Manner by other People as by yourſelf. 

Let this therefore be your only Motive and 

Spur to all good Actions, honeſt Induſtry, and 
Buſineſs, to do every Thing in as perſe& and 
excellent a Manner as you can, for this only 
Reaſon, becauſe it is pleaſing to Jeſus Chriſt, 
who deſires your Perfections, and writes all 
your Actions in a Book. 
Love Humility in all it's laftamees, prackilo 
it in all it's Parts, for it is the nobleſt State of 
the Soul of Man; it will ſet your Heart and 
Affections right towards God, and fill you with 
every Temper that is tender and affectionate 
towards Men. 

Let every Day therefore be a Day of Humi- 
lity; condeſcend to all the Weakneſs and In- 
firmities of your Fellow-Creatures, cover their 
Frailties, love their Excellencies, encourage 
their Virtues, relieve their Wants, rejoice in 
their Proſperities, compaſſionate their Diſtreſs, 
receive their Friendſhip, overlook their Un- 
kinaneſs, forgive their Malice, be a Servant of 
Servants, and condeſcend to do the loweſt Ofi- 
ces to the loweſt of Mankind, 3 

am 
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L am teaching you to read, my Son, not that 
you ſhould be vain of ſuch an Accompliſhmenr, 
or exerciſe it in the reading of vain, and trifling 
Books, for I would not have you indulge in 
any ſuch fooliſh Pleaſures, becauſe they are op- 


polite to the holy Will and Wiſdom of Jeſus 


Chrift, and his Goſpel, | 
Bur I teach you to read that you may be ena- 
bled thereby ro nouriſh your Soul with uſeful 


and edifying Learning; that you may ſtudy the 


Word of God; that you may look into the 
Writings of good and wiſe Men; and may ſee 
how Wiſdom and Virtue have been the Praiſe 
of great Men of all Ages, and fortify your 
Mind by their wiſe Sayings againſt Falſhood 
and Error. | 


You have hitherto, my Child, prayed to, 
and ſerved God Almighty, merely out of re- 


gard to my Precepts, and Example, becauſe 
yau ſaw me do ſo, and becauſe I recommended 


It to you to do the ſame; but it is now Time 


that I preis theſe holy Duties upon you by 


more powerful Obligations, and ſhew you, 


from the Frame and Conſtitution of your own 
Nature, that to love, and ſerve God, is the only 
true Happineſs to which you can ever attain. 
Remember then that you are a /pirizual Being. 
do not mean that you have not a Body which 


wanteth Meat, and Drink, and Sleep, and 


Cloathing, but that under that Body there 
dwelleth a Soul, or Spirit, and that all that de- 
ſerves to be called jou, is Nothing elſe but this 
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Soul, or Spirit, which was made in the Image 


of God, to live for ever, never to ceaſe any 
more, but to enjoy Life, and Wiſdom, and 
Knowledge, and Happineſs, in the Preſence of 
God, and the Societies of Angels, and glorious 
Spirits, to all Eternity. 


- Every Thing that you call yours, beſides this 


Soul, or Spirit, is but like your Cloathing, 
Something that is only to be uſed for a while, 
and then to end, and die, and wear away, and 
to ſignify no more to you, than the Cloathing 
and Bodies of other People. 

But, my Child, you are not only in this 
Manner a Spirit, but you are alſo a fallen Spi- 


rit, that began your Life in a State of Corrup- 


tion, and Diſorder, full of Tempers and Pal- 
ſions, oppoſite to the holy Light and Love of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Spirit of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and all true Charity towards your 
Neighbour. 

That this is the Truth I could abundantly 
convince you from the ſacred Word of God, 
but I chooſe rather to appeal, in this Caſe, to 
your own Experience, which muſt doubtleſs, 
before this Time, have made you very ſenſible, 
ahd certain, of what I am now telling you. 

For do you not find, at Times, many bad 

aſſions, and evil Diſpoſitions, riſing up in 
your Heart, that are oppoſite to Goodneſs and 
Truth? Do you not feel Anger, Reſentment, 
Envy, Pride, Malice, Diſobedience, and other 
evil Propenſitigs of the like Nature, ſtirring, 
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on certain Occaſions, within your Boſom, and 
making there, as 1t were, a little temporary 
Hell by their malignant Influence ? 

You muſt certainly, my Child, at Times, 
have found this to be the Caſe with you, and 
you need no more convincing Proof than this 
to aſſure you, that the Spirit which dwelleth in 
you, under the outward Covering of the Body, 
is in a very corrupt and diſtempered State, and 
that you naturally love yourſelf better than 
Feſus Chriſt and your Neighbour, and this 
World better than the Kingdom of Heaven; for 
if you was truly filled with the Grace and Love 
of Jeſus Chriſt, you would then find no ſuch 
evil Paſſions, and Tempers, ſtirring within you. 

Let this Conſideration then, of the corrupt, 
State of your own Heart by Nature, teach you 
the Neceſſity of applying unto Fe/us Cbriſt, for 
his Grace to preſerve you from all thoſe deadly 
Evils that you find within yourſclf; let it make 


you more watchful over your own Heart, and 
more diſtruſtful of your own Guidance, that you 
may never yield to the Influence of thoſe bad 


Paſſions which are ſo near you, and ever ready 
to devour you. 

Let it teach you the Excellence of all ſound 
Wiſdom, and true Religion, by Obedience to 


whoſe Dictates you will be enabled finally to 


triumph over all the Corruptions of your Na- 
ture, and to attain unto all that Holineſs, Pu- 


rity, Peace and Bleſſedneſs of a divine Nature, 
ts 
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to which you are called as a young Child of 


Jeſus Cbrift. 


Let it lay upon you a ftronger Obligation 
to the Practiſe of Holineſs, and the Love of 


God, than either my Precepts or Example can 


do; for all that I can teach, or recommend to 
you, is but a Sort of outward Admonition ; 
but in the Corruptions of your own Nature you 
will find an inward Monitor — you conti- 
nually unto Jeſus Chriſt. 

Attend therefore diligently, my Son, to the 


different Workings of Good and Evil in your 


own Heart; learn carefully to diſtinguiſh the 
one from the other; remember that the former 
is of heavenly Extraction, coming from Jeſus 
Chriſt, and if you cleave diligently unto it, it 
will open Heaven to you, and make you a 
bleſſed Angel to live in Heaven to all Eternity ; 
but the latter is of helliſh Extraction, coming 
from the Devil, and if you ſuffer yourſelf to be 
led away by it, it will plunge you into all Miſery 


and Darkneſs, and unite you in Fellowſhip 110 


thoſe miſerable Beings who never behold the 


Preſence of God. 


All good Men have felt more or leſs of an 
internal War ariſing from the Oppoſition of 
theſe two Principles within them; and they 
have been taught thereby that the one Thing 
neceſſary for all the World, 1s this, to cheriſh 
and perfect all that. is holy, humble, loving, 
obedient, charitable, temperate, wife and d1- 
vine in our Natures, as coming from 7eſus 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and to mortify, remove, and deſtroy, 
all Vanity, Pride, Malice, Envy, Senſuality, 
and every other diſorderly Affection of corrupt 


Nature, as coming from that Enemy, who goeth 


about as a roaring Lion ſeeking whom he may 
devour. | 

You ſee then your State, my Child ; you are 
to guard againſt the evil Paſſions of your own 


* 


Heart; you are to honour, improve, and per- 


fe& the Spirit that is within you; you are to 
prepare it for the kingdom of Heaven; to nov- 
riſh it with the Love of 7eſus Chriſt, and of 
Virtue; to adorn it with good Works, and to 
make it as holy, wiſe, and heavenly as you can. 


You are to preſerve it from the Errors and 


Vanities of the World; to ſave it from the 
Corruptions of the Fleſh, from thoſe falſe De- 
lights, and ſenſual Tempers, which the Fleſh 
expoſes it to be tempted with. 


Lou are to nouriſh your Soul with pious 
Reading, and holy Meditation, with Watch- 
ing, Faſting, and Prayer, that ſo you may taſte: 
and reliſh that eternal State, which is to begin 


when this Life ends. 


As to your Body, you are to conſider it as a 
poor, periſhing Thing, that is ſickly and cor- 
rupt at preſent, and will ſoon drop into common 
Duſt. You are to watch over it as an Enemy, 
that is always trying to tempt and betray you, 
and ſo never follow its Advice and Counſel; 
| You are nevertheleſs to conſider it as the Place 
and Habitation of your Soul, and ſo keep it 

| Ska pure, 
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pure, and clean and decent; you are to confider 
it as the Servant, and Inſtrument of Action, 
and ſo give it needful Food, and Reſt, and 
Raiment, that it may be ſtrong and healthful 
to 3 Duties of a charitable, uſeful, pious 
Life. 
Whilſt you live thus, my Child, you are liv- 
ing like yourſelf, and like that heavenly Being 
which God intended to make you; and in liv- 
ing thus you will find Fe/us Chrift ever near to 
you, and preſent with you, comforting you 
with his Love, enlightening you with the 
bright Beams of his Wiſdom, defending you 
with his Power, and Providence, cauſing you 
to grow daily in his Grace, and thus ripening 
you daily for the Kingdom of Glory. 
For obſerve theſe Flowers, and Trees, in the 
Garden here, how they grow, when they are 
planted in good Soil, and expoſed to the Sun's 
Heat, and Light, and the Rain from Heaven. 
Now Jeſus Chrift, my Child, is the glorious 
Sun of all Spirits, and if your Soul be planted 
in the Soil of holy Virtues, and expoſed to the 
Influences of his Fear, and Love, and watered 
with the Rain of his heavenly Doctrines, it will 
then as certainly grow up unto the Perfections 
of it's Nature, and become a glorious Plant in 
the Paradiſe of God, as theſe Trees and Flow- 
ers grow up to the Perfection of their Natures, 
and add thereby to the Beauty and Glory of this 
terreſtrial Garden, 1 
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I muſt here however beg Leave to advertiſe 
you of one Thing, which perhaps at preſent 
you are little aware of, and which far want of 
Notice may prove a mighty Danger and Snare 
to you. | 
' You cannot live this good Life, and ſerve 


Jeſus Chriſt, as I have been recommending to 
you, without meeting with Temptations in your 


Way, which, if you are not ſtrong enough to 
withſtand them, may turn you back from the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 5 

We live at preſent in a very naughty World, 
in which there are but few People who are 
rightly affected with theſe great Truths; you 
will ſee Men about you living as if they were 


never to die, and ſpending their Time here 


as if there was no hereafter; you will hear 


but little perhaps about 76% Chrift, and the 


Kingdom of Heaven, amongſt your Neigh- 
bours, and Acquaintance; and this, if you are 
not upon your Guard, may tempt you to be 
indifferent about ſuch Things, and to live idly, 


careleſsly, and wickedly, like other People with _ 


whom you converſe. 


But, my Child, let not the fooliſn Conduct 


of other Perſons affect you; the World is in a 
great Dream, and but few People are awake in 
it. 

Do not then believe the World, but believe 
Feſus Chriſt and his Goſpel; you will then 
always be awake to the Light of Truth, and 
whilit others are ſleeping away their Days in 


* Idleneſs, 
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Idleneſs, Sin, and Vanity, to awake only unto 
a miſerable Eternity, you will be going for- 
ward, with your Eyes always open towards the 
Gate of Heaven, to be received amongſt thoſe 
that rejoice everlaſtingly in the Glories of God. 

Whenever therefore you ſee People living 
without the Fear and Love of 7e/us Chriſt, and in 
Oppoſition to the Maxims of his pure Wiſdom, 


fancy that you hear them telling you a great 4 


Number of wicked Lies; and give them no 
more Credit, than you would do to a Man, 
who, living in a dark Dungeon, ſhould tell you 
there was no Sun, or Moon. 

Conſider often how powerfully you are called 
to a virtuous Life, and what great and glorious 
Things God hath done for you, and is ready to 
do, to make you in Love with every Thing that 
can promote his Glory, and if you find other 
People forgetting theſe Things, let that be a 
more preſſing motive with you o make your 0wn 
Calling and Election ſure. 

Think upon the Vanity and Shortneſs of 1 
man Life, and let Death and Eternity be often 
in your Mind; for theſe Thoughts will admin- 
iſter Strength againſt the Temptations of the 
World, will confirm your Soul in virtuous Re- 
ſolutions, will exalt your Mind to heavenly 
Contemplations, will make you wiſe and judi- 
cious, and truly ſenſible of the Littleneſs of all 
human Things. 

Think of the Happineſs of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, Saints and Martyrs, who are now re- 

joicing 


often therefore in theſe Reflections, that they 
8 may 
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joicing in the Preſence of God, and ſee them- 


ſelves Poſſeſſors of eternal Glory. And then 


think how deſirable it 1s, to watch and pray, 
and do Good as they did, that when you die 


you may have your Lot amongſt them, 
The Time of practiſing theſe Precepts, my 


Child, will ſoon be over with you; the World 


will ſoon {lip through your Hands, or rather 


you will ſoon {lip through it; Eternity is com- 
ing on apace, and as it finds you, ſo you muſt 
remain; now 1s your Time then to become a 
Friend of 7eſus Chriſt, and an Angel of Light, 
and to ſecure a Throne of Glory in the Regions 
of everlaſting Peace. 

One Word more, and I have done; think 
with yourſelf what a Happineſs it is, that you 
have it in your Power to ſecure a Share in the 


Glories of Heaven, and make yourſelf one of 


thoſe bleſſed Beings that are to live with God 
5 ever. Reflect, my Child, upon the Glories 

bright Angels, that ſhine about the Throne 
of Heaven; think upon that Fullneſs of Joy, 
that 1s the State of thoſe who fit at the right 


Hand of God; and remember, that it is this 


ſame State of Glory, and Joy, that lies open 
for you. You are leſs, it may be, in worldly 


Diſtinctions, than many others; but as to your 


Relation to God, you have no Superior upon 
Earth. Let your Condition be what it will, let 
your Life be ever ſo mean, you may make the 


End of it the Beginning of eternal Glory. Be 
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may fill you with a wiſe Ambition of ſecurin 
all that Glory, to which God in Chrift hath 
called you. For it is impoſſible to underſtand 
or feel any thing of this, without feeling your 
Heart affected with ſtrong Deſires after it. The 
Hopes and Expectations of ſo much Greatneſs, 
and Glory, muſt needs awake you into earneſt 
Deſires, and Longings after it. There are 
many Things in human Life, which it would 
be in vain for you to aſpire after; but the Hap- 
pineſs of the next, which is the Sum of all 
Happineſs, is ſecure and ſafe to you againſt all 
Accidents. Here no Chances, or Misfortunes, 
can prevent your Succeſs; neither the Treach- 
ery of Friends, nor the Malice of Enemies can diſ- 
appolnt you; it is only your own falſe Heart 
that can rob you of this Happineſs. Be but 
your own true Friend, and then you have No- 
thing to fear from your Enemies. Do but you 
{ſincerely labour in the Lord, and then neither 
Heigth, nor Depth, neither Life nor Death, 
neither Men nor Devils can make your Labour 
In vain. | 
May the Almighty , Saviour and Redeemer 
Jeſus Chriſt, who created you for himſelf, give 
you Grace, my Son, to love, and profit by 
theſe Inſtructions ! 
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A few fhort RU LES, which ParxRNus gave in 
Writing to his Son, for his daily Prattice, and 
Obſervation. 


hs ang #5 8 to Jeſus Chriſt, every 


Morning, and Evening, to preſerve you 
from Sin, and to give vou his heavenly Grace, 


to make you wiſe and good. 
2. Spend ſome Part of every Day in reading 
the holy Scriptures, or ſome other pious, and 


editing Book. 


| Be ſure to attend God's -Ordinances con- 
Ly and devoutly, and let every Sunday 
find you attentive at the Church, ſeeking after 
thoſe Things which concern your eternal Peace. 
4. Keep i no Company with profane and wick- 
ed Perſons, leſt they ſhould corre you by 
their evil Practices, 
5. Set Jeſus Chrift always before your Eyes, 


and let it be your conſtant Endeavour to Pleaſe 


him. 

6. And if at any Time you offend him, loſe 
no Time in returning to him, and making your 
Peace again with him by ſincere Repentance. 

. Deſire Nothing ſo much as to become a 
Friend of Jeſus Chriſt, and to gain more of the 


ineſtimable Riches-of his Peace, and Love, in 


your Heart. 

8. Be faithful, juſt, and diligent in the La- 
bour of your Calling, and in doing whatever is 
given you to do, becauſe that is very e 
unto your Lord and Saviour. 


Beſides 
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Beſides the above RULES i Proſe, PaTERNUS recommended | 
to his Son, the following ſhort MAXIMS in Verſe, that they 


might make a deeper Impreſſion on his Remembrance. 


Wt peaceful Mind thy Race of Duty run; 


God Nothing does, or ſuffers to be done, 
But what thou wouldſt thyſelf if thou couldſt fee + 
Through all Events of Things as well as he. 


— — 
——C 


Let thy Repentance be without Delay, 
If thou defer it to another Day, | 
Thou muſt repent for a Day more of Sin, 
While a Day leſs remains to do it in. 
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To be religious Something nt will coſt; 
Some Riches, Honours, Pleaſures will be loſt; 
But if thou counteſt the Sum Total o'er, 
Not to be ſo will coſt a great deal more. 
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- Think and be careful what thou art within; 
For there is Sin in the Deſire of Sin; | 

Think and be 7haniful in a different Ciſe, 
For there is Grace in the deſire of Grace. 


—— — — WE FLIES PEAS 


Two Heavens a right contented Man ſurround, 


One here, and one hereafter to be found ; 
One, in his own meek Boſom, here on Earth, 
And one in Abraham's, at his future Birth. 


— 


If Gold be offered thee, thou doſt not ſay, 
'To-morrow I will take it, not to Day: 
Salvation offered, why art thou ſo cool, 
To let thyſelf become I's morrow's Fool? 


